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POLIS Seventy Six 


@ proposal to celebrate our bicentennial throughout the nation’s regional birthplace and to commit ourselves to our needs 
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Polis is in process. It is becoming. The following is 
a very brief summary of the proposal and its meanings 
as they now stand. 


Polis is not well financed. It relies to a great extent 

on volunteer support and research. Polis is in competition 
with the multi-million dollar, single-city fair proposals 
advanced by Boston, Philadelphia, Washington and Miami. 
Polis is the dream of citizens who would have the United 
States be more than expensively hypocritical. Polis 
challenges the American people to be honest; to take 

their futures into their hands - and together - celebrate 
by making better the place they all share. It is dishonest 
tO pre cendmthaite ales swells tests shypOC rasta calastOmwowshiasp 
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temple if the flame of the spirit has perished within us. 


Bicentennial planners should respond to that kind of 
thinking. We must inspire their imaginations before 
America. 1976 becomes, simply, Disneyland 1970. 


Please contact us if you wish further information. Your 


ideas and frank reactions are also welcomed. 


Coordinator 
Douglas McConnell 


Steering Group 
James Chard 
Paul Dietrich 
Rob Hollister 
Terry Rankine 
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POLIS SEVENTY SIX 


encourages citizen participation 
in the bicentennial celebration 


supports communal individuality 
and local improvement projects 


stresses regional interdependency 
Generally Polis proposes: 


1) A regional celebration of the bicentennial, 
occuring simultaneously in major cities from 
Boston to Atlanta. 


2) To join the region by a high speed, comfortable 
ground transit system - by an experimental tele- 
communications network - by established forms of 

power Sharing between local and state-based Committees 
of Correspondence which will be empowered to make and 
meet specific environmental goals. 


Specifically Polis envisions: 
That regarding the regional transit system - 


Visitors will travel among cities on package ticket 
plans. 


Travelers will experience previews of local offerings 
while in transit, choosing among different theme cars. 


A more balanced regional transportation system will be 
developed, strengthening rail travel, reducing current 
over-reliance on the airplane and the automobile. 


That local involvement in Polis will be independently 
planned and arranged by the separate communities - 


That cities will build critically needed, local 
facilities. The projects will yield permanent 
improvements. 


That communities will enhance and make accessible 
attractions which already exist. That the celebration 
Sites and activities will be integrated with the 
existing fabric of cities, emphasizing what is special 
and unique about each. 
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That community and ethnic celebrations throughout 
the nation will be coordinated by transportation 
and media with East Coast focus. 


That visitors and city residents will actively participate - 


That Polis will support efforts of local artists, 
businesses, community improvement corporations, etc., 
to work together on projects which they initiate. 


That visitors will be urged to join in creating, as 

well as viewing, finished products. That the communi- 
cations network will inform each locality about happen- 
ings in all other communities, and will encourage inter- 
action between people spacially distant from one another 
through the medium of two-way telecommunications. That 
the region will begin to sense itself a village. 


That regional cooperation will begin to solve environmental 
problems - 


That local and state “committees of Correspondence" 
will set environmental goals. 


That public and private attention will be centered 
upon accomplishing those goals by 1976. 
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A BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IS IN ORDER: 


DOMESTIC PROBLEMS MUST BE SOLVED: 


A handful of men and women risked much to realize the 
creation of the United States. During the nearly two 
centuries since Jefferson's document was proclaimed in 
Philadelphia as a “declaration of independence", the 
American nation has suffered, delighted and grown. It 
has survived. And many millions of people, from all 
countires, have benefited. As cultural and political 
descendants of the colonial revolutionaries, we have much 
to remember. We are free to celebrate the many freedoms 
envisioned and secured by our national forefathers. We 
should honor the birth of a hopeful spirit and the fact 


that hope remains 200 years hence. 


But the Republic is not always a model child, and its 
citizens are not always model children. The sometimes 
musScle-bound United States has experienced growth almost 
beyond its comprehension. The country is possessed by so 
much disarray, so much social confusion, and such tragic 
are eronnientad decay. Time is running towards 1976 while 


time seems to be running out. 


If we celebrate by parading, then we ought also to celebrate 
by critically reflecting upon our achievements and short-— 


comings. Such reflection should cause us to be honest. We 
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should celebrate in a forthright manner by vigorously 


tackling some of our problems, and by achieving posi- 


tive social goals. Only in that way is the “Spirit of 


'76"' truly honored and kept alive. 


A NEW FORM OF CELEBRATION IS NEEDED: 


Tradition dictates that the focus of our national 
celebration be a packaged exposition, geographically 
situated in a single-city or metropolitan area, and 
designed to display and test new technologies and styles 
of living in capsulized laboratories before the eyes of 
passing multitudes. We have done that again and again. 
Certainly, we could do it once more. But such lock-step 
rigidity and repetition is inappropriate to what we are 
as a nation, and to what we ought to become. A new form 


of celebration is required for the Bicentennial. 


The new form should be relevant to the particular event 


which motivates the celebrating. 


The new form should involve people and be immediately 


relevant to their long range wishes and needs. 


The new form should demonstrate that people no longer 
live in isolation from one another, and that movement and 


interdependency are inescapable elements of modern life. 


The new form should recognize the importance of the en- 
vironment and the limited natural resources we all share, 


and be generally as well as specifically significant. 
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GUIDELINES FOR THE POLIS CELEBRATION: 


Traditional fairs are becoming far too unwieldy for 

Single cities to handle effectively. It is increasingly 
difficult to justify extraordinary subsidies for temporary 
constructions in one city. Folis will stir cities to de- 


velop permanent, needed services and facilities. 


Polis will depart from the capsulized fair concept. Folis 
will emphasize free access to broad ranging activities as 
woven within the fabric of existing cities. The celebration 
will dramatize mobility and the continuing revolutions in 
human interactions and understandings. Education through 
dynamic involvement in numerous developing realities will 
replace passive viewing of immobile, toyland buildings as 


the manner of "fairgoing™ and celebration. 


Folis Seventy Six will be a national celebration. Other 
nations will be specifically invited to send their people, 
but not their hardware. Internationally known orchestras, 
ballets, theatre troupes, and entertainers, as well as 
famous art works and museum pieces will be scheduled at 
-most Bicentennial cities in turn. But the construction of 
international pavilions will not be stressed. fFolis will 
be less infatuated with "things" than it is with people, 

and how people interact, and how they relate to the "things" 


they want and need. 
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THE PEOPLE AS POLIS 


The social importance of the transportation system, the 
telecommunications system, and the systematic cleansing 
of our environment cannot be understated. Remembering 
and honestly renewing the “Spirit of '76" will cause our 


tattered cultural fabric to begin to mend. 


But the guts of Polis will be people---participating, inter- 
acting, confronting one another, and sharing. Feople will 
celebrate the past actions of other people, take stock in 
and celebrate people now, and plan so tomorrow's people 

will have something to celebrate. Without involved people, 
Polis will fail. In the final analysis, Polis will not be 
the train, or the birthday, or the impressive physical im- 
provements to metropolitan areas. Folis will be people 
happening to one another as they happen to themselves. The 
celebration will not deny technology and physical constructs, 
but will stress the human creature and his expressions --- 


as he expresses himself. 


Polis envisions the creation of numerous outlets for citizen 
statements and actions. Through the “Committees of Correspondence", 
groups of “ordinary' people will exert real control over the im- 
provement of their environments. Neighborhood art and theatre 

can flourish. Ethnic cultures can put themselves on display, 

and demonstrate the essences of their "souls" and the conditions 


of their neighborhoods. Community festivals and carnivals can 


Prieadveow ie 


th ay eae ee 


add spice and local flavor to the celebration. The telecommu- 
nications network can quickly conduct regionwide opinion polls, 
and stimulate two-way talk sessions between persons and groups 


distantly removed from each other. 


We must definitely improve our transportation system. We must 
definitely improve the quality of urban life. But by far our 
most crucial task involves bringing our people together. Not 
Since the Civil War has the United States been so torn and dis- 
united. Feople are insecure. They feel threatened by other 
people. Fears and reactions cause irrational biases to harden 


and distinct lines to be drawn between "we" and "them". 


Polis will reach for an ideal: a nation of different, but se- 
cure men; confident, respected; and respectful. Polis cannot 
attain the ideal by 1976, but progress can be made toward the 
beginnings of understanding. A society of conformists is not 
desirable. But bridges to span the schisms which separate age, 
color, sectional, and educational groups must be constructed. 
Any Bicentennial celebration which ignores or papers over the 
gaps dividing our people will do the greatest possible dis- 
service to America in the name of its finest hour. If the 
Bicentennial accomplishes nothing else, it must commence the 


“repatching of a house many times divided. In diversity, together. 


Cost projections, management control systems, business interests, 


political realities and governmental perogatives aside for the 


moment --- people are more important than projects. That is 


what Polis is all about. 


Social systems and "things" exist for people. That is what 


Polis is all about. 


Our people are confused by the world rushing past them. They 
are beset by much social puzzlement and frustration. They do 
not need an extravagant circus or someone tossing them a piece 


of cake. That is what Polis seeks to avoid. 


Polis is about living people, and the quality of their lives. 
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